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In the glow of a memorable night
WHAT’S the recipe for a smashing good time at an awards gala dinner? Start with a ballroom filled with folks dressed to the
nines, and good hosts to make them all feel at home. Add great
food and wine, foot-tapping music, speeches that tickle, lots of
laughter and, of course, the fêting of the winners themselves.
Et voilà – you have the Singapore Business Awards 2013.
On that one night two weeks ago, the SBA’s unique mixture
topped even the success of Enterprise Award winner Super
Group’s three-in-one regular coffee sachets.
It was a memorable night for the gathering of Singapore’s
corporate Who’s Who, their spouses, associates and friends –
all gathered to recognise and celebrate with the awardees at
the Shangri-La’s Island Ballroom.
One distinctively-dressed lady who did not make a physical
appearance that evening but nonetheless made her presence
felt was the Singapore Girl. And why not, given the kebaya-clad icon’s special connection to the evening’s Outstanding Chief/Senior Executive (Overseas) awardee, Tham Khai
Meng. The worldwide chief creative officer of Ogilvy & Mather
has, in his 32-year career, built some of the biggest brands in
the world. And that includes Singapore Airlines’ Singapore
Girl.
In his award acceptance speech, New York-based Mr Tham
said that he came back to Singapore to find the city buzzing
over Ian Batey’s comments that the Singapore Girl had lost her
charm. Mr Batey’s advertising agency created the Singapore
Girl. Quipped Mr Tham: “Now, I’m not sure if I should take
sides in this argument, because I have to confess I’m biased.
Some of my fondest memories of advertising are connected to
this girl. Indeed, the journey which has brought me to this wonderful occasion tonight started out with her.”
While Mr Tham started his career with the Singapore Girl,
Businessman of the Year Dr Loo Choon Yong started out with
no girl and no money. But that didn’t stop the executive chairman of Raffles Medical Group (RMG) from growing a two-clinic
practice into a medical group with 76 multi-disciplinary clinics
in Singapore and four medical centres in Hong Kong and
Shanghai. In his speech, Dr Loo shared what he called his
“kung fu” secrets, one of which is a firm belief that “when we
look after our patients properly, the business looks after itself”.
Putting service above profit maximisation did not hurt
NTUC Income, either. Its CEO Tan Suee Chieh clinched the Outstanding Chief Executive of the Year award for having led the
drive to make the insurance group among the most ethical insurers in the industry. And satisfyingly, Income has grown rapidly as well. The insurer’s premium revenues rose 61.5 per
cent to $3.4 billion in 2012, from $2.1 billion in 2006, while
complaints against Income have fallen to 71 a month, from the
274 recorded in 2007.
Winners all; and on that gala night, everyone had that winning feeling.
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Movers and shakers: (Back row, from left) Stephen Lee, president, Singapore National Employers Federation and chairman of the Singapore Business Awards judging
panel; Alan Chan, CEO, Singapore Press Holdings; Yasmin Khan, senior VP, DHL Express, Southeast Asia; (front row, from left) Darren Teo, group corporate strategy
and business development manager, Super Group, winner of the Enterprise Award; Outstanding CEO of the Year Tan Suee Chieh, chief executive officer, NTUC Income;
guest-of-honour Heng Swee Keat, Minister for Education; Businessman of the Year Loo Choon Yong, executive chairman, Raffles Medical Group; Outstanding
Chief/Senior Executive (Overseas) of the Year Tham Khai Meng, worldwide chief creative officer, Ogilvy & Mather
In the
loop:
Yasmin
Khan,
senior VP,
DHL
Express,
Southeast
Asia

Handsome couple: Roland Ng, managing director, Tat Hong Holdings, and his wife

VIP’s VIP: Chang Hwee Nee, wife of guest-of-honour
Heng Swee Keat, Minister for Education

Enjoying a light
moment: Alan Chan,
CEO, Singapore Press
Holdings

Thanks a bunch: Patrick Daniel, editor-in-chief of Singapore Press Holdings’
English and Malay Newspapers Division, presenting 10 roses to Tan Su Shan,
group head, consumer banking and wealth management, DBS Bank, in
appreciation of her being the emcee for 10 straight years

Catching up:
(From left)
Boon Yoon
Chiang,
chairman,
Jardine
Matheson
(Singapore);
Ron Sim,
CEO, OSIM
International;
Stephen Lee,
president,
SNEF

Rapt attention:
Liew Mun Leong,
non-executive chairman,
Surbana International
Consultants

To your health:
Richard Hoon, CEO,
I Search Worldwide Group
(left) with Lew Syn Pau,
former Member
of Parliament for
Tanglin GRC and former
chairman of Ascendas
Making a point:
Tan Soo Khoon,
chairman, Crystal Time

Having a good time: Lee Hsien Yang, chairman, Civil Aviation Authority of
Singapore and his wife, Lee Suet Fern, senior director, Stamford Law Corporation

